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Topic 1: Protecting the Rights of Climate Refugees in the Face of Global Environmental Change.


1-President letter:
Dear Delegates,

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the Human Rights Council at NESMUN’26. This committee has been designed to challenge you intellectually, ethically, and diplomatically, as you engage with some of the most pressing human rights concerns of our time. The Human Rights Council stands at the heart of global efforts to uphold dignity, justice, and equality, especially for populations whose voices are often unheard.

The topic of climate refugees reflects the core theme of NESMUN’26 by highlighting how global environmental change silently displaces millions, stripping them of security, identity, and legal protection. Climate change does not only alter landscapes. It alters lives. As delegates, you are expected to think beyond traditional definitions of refugees, question existing legal frameworks, and propose innovative yet realistic solutions that balance human rights, state sovereignty, and global responsibility.

Throughout this committee, you will be challenged to collaborate, debate respectfully, and draft solutions that are grounded in international law and humanitarian principles. I encourage you to approach this topic with empathy, research driven arguments, and a willingness to engage with perspectives different from your own. The future of climate displaced populations depends on the policies imagined in rooms like this.

I look forward to witnessing your diplomacy in action.

Sincerely,
Your President Ghazal Oweimreen. 



2-Introduction:
 Climate change has transcended beyond having implications for the environment. Climate change has direct repercussions for human suffering, displacement, and the infringement of basic human rights. As sea levels continue to rise, weather-related events such as floods and droughts due to the increased rate of desertification, people are having to abandon their homelands for the basic reason of staying alive. These people have come to be known as climate refugees. Although the extent of the issue is so large in size, the international legal system still does not have any provisions for a problem such as climate refugees. This creates a situation where people who are displaced are denied any form of legal protection as well as other basic rights such as housing, health care, education, and employment. The Human Rights Council needs to form a view on how people are being displaced by climate issues.

3- Background:
What are Climate refugees?
People or communities who are compelled to flee their homes due to environmental changes associated with climate change are known as climate refugees. Sea level rise, flooding, drought, desertification, heat waves, and severe storms are some of these changes. Climate refugees do not voluntarily depart, in contrast to economic migrants. They are not escaping persecution because of their race, religion, nationality, political beliefs, or social group, in contrast to traditional refugees.

The reasons behind their lack of legal recognition: 
The 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol serve as the foundation for the global refugee system. Environmental causes are not included in these documents' restrictive definition of refugee. Therefore, even if going back to their home country would endanger their survival, climate-displaced people are not eligible for asylum under international law.

Human Rights Implications: 
Numerous human rights are impacted by climate displacement. Uninhabitable conditions and natural disasters pose a threat to the right to life. When homes are destroyed or flooded, the right to adequate housing is violated. Drought and crop failure jeopardize the right to food and water. Additionally, displacement raises the risk of exploitation, child labor, gender-based violence, and human trafficking.

Worldwide Accountability:
Not every state contributes equally to climate change. The majority of greenhouse gas emissions have historically come from industrialized nations, with developing nations suffering the worst effects. Those who are least accountable suffer the most as a result, creating a justice problem. When addressing displacement, the Human Rights Council must take into account values like equity, shared responsibility, and climate justice.

4-Timeline:
1951:Environmental displacement is not included in the Refugee Convention.

1972:The relationship between environmental preservation and human welfare is established by the Stockholm Declaration.

1992:Although it does not address displacement, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change recognizes the effects of climate change.

2008:For the first time, the Human Rights Council acknowledges climate change as a human rights issue.

2010:Climate-induced displacement is acknowledged as a concern in the Cancun Adaptation Framework.

2015:The Paris Agreement does not establish legal protections for displaced people, but it does introduce loss and damage.

2018: In a framework that is not legally binding, the Global Compact for Migration recognizes migration related to climate change.

2020: Returning people to climate conditions that pose a threat to their lives may violate their right to life, according to the UN Human Rights Committee.

5-Key Parties:
1-Populations affected: 
a. Sea level rise will cause residents of small island developing states like Kiribati, Tuvalu, and the Maldives to lose all of their land.
b. Bangladeshi communities frequently experience flooding and cyclones, which result in widespread displacement.
c. In Sub-Saharan Africa, farming and pastoralist communities struggle with water scarcity and desertification.
d. Indigenous peoples are disproportionately impacted because their livelihoods rely on the land and ecosystems.

State of sending:
a. states with severe environmental degradation and little ability to relocate or protect their populations. Resources for disaster relief, relocation planning, and adaptation are frequently lacking in these states.
Acquiring states:
a. Climate-displaced people are received by developed states and neighboring nations. Human rights violations and irregular migration result from many countries' lack of legal frameworks for protecting or granting residency to climate refugees.  
International institutions:        
a. neighboring nations and developed states that accept people displaced by climate change. Human rights violations and irregular migration result from many countries' lack of legal frameworks to provide protection or residency to climate refugees.

International associations:

a. Although it does not have a mandate for climate refugees, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees offers humanitarian aid.
b. Climate mobility and migration management are the main concerns of the International Organization for Migration.
c. Environmental causes and adaptation are researched by the United Nations Environment Programme.
d. Human rights obligations and climate change are linked by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

The civil society:
a. Non-governmental organizations frequently offer on-the-ground assistance and fight for the protection, legal reform, and acknowledgment of displaced communities.
6- Perspectives on the issue: 
The necessity of international aid, climate finance, and the acknowledgement of climate refugees is emphasized by developing nations. They contend that past emissions by developed countries have caused displacement. Developed nations frequently voice concerns about legal obligations, national sovereignty, and migration management. Many favor regional solutions and non-binding frameworks. Human rights organizations support accountability systems, rights-based strategies, and legal recognition. In order to lessen future displacement, environmental advocates promote stress prevention through climate mitigation and adaptation.
7-Glossary: 
Climate refugee: A person compelled to leave their home due to climate-related environmental changes. 
Non-refoulement: The principle forbidding the return to conditions threatening life.
Loss and damage: Climate impacts that cannot be prevented through adaptation.
Statelessness: Lack of legal nationality is often faced by displaced populations.
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Topic 2: Safeguarding Journalists Rights Operating in Conflict Zones
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1-Introduction:
Journalists have a critical role to play in armed conflicts because they create records of events that take place. They are also the source of information for the international community because they convey information that is more accurate than information from other sources. Journalists ensure that human rights abuses, war crimes, and crimes against humanity come to light. Despite their critical roles, media personnel rank among the most at-risk civilians in war zones. They are vulnerable to danger associated with intended killings, kidnappings, arbitrary arrest and detention, torture, censorship, and online surveillance. Many media personnel have been attacked intentionally as a means of silencing them. Despite the existence of international laws that protect journalists, this has been disregarded in many cases. The Human Rights Council should thus investigate why the safety of journalists is still at stake and why the mechanisms in place are ineffective in this aspect, and what the international community can do to ensure journalist safety and protect freedom of expression.
2- Background:
Status of journalists in armed conflict: The status of news reporters under international humanitarian laws is that of civilians. This is because the status of news reporters as civilians is derived from the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, which shield civilians from attack during a conflict. They can, however, lose this status if they take an active part in the fighting. An important area of human rights norms that is relevant to journalists is freedom of expression and freedom to seek, receive, and impart information. This right is guaranteed both during peacetime and times of armed conflict, subject to some restrictions that are exercised through appropriate legal channels.
Modern-day threats to journalists: In modern-day conflict, journalists are faced with new and emerging risks. Organized armed groups have sought to intimidate communities through the targeting of journalists. Governments have also held journalists in custody for offenses under national security or terrorism legislation. Electronic surveillance tools have been employed to monitor journalists. Local and freelance journalists are even more at risk. As opposed to foreign correspondents, they do not have access to helmets, insurance, legal representation, and evacuation plans. Female journalists are also in danger because of sexual assault, harassment, and cyber-attacks.
Culture of impunity: One of its most problematic features is impunity. Most attacks on journalists remain unprosecuted. The attackers come from either government security or security-associated actors, as well as from criminal or other groups. Without prosecution for committed crimes, attacks persist and even increase. This lack of impunity undermines the principle of the rule of law, hinders independent journalism, and enables human rights violations.
3-Major Parties Involved:
1- Journalists and other media workers, including foreign correspondents, local reporters, and other freelance journalists
2- Countries engaged in armed conflict, including governments and armed forces
3- Non-State Armed Groups active in Conflict Zones
4- United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization: It initiates international campaigns for the safety of journalists
5- The United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights is tasked with monitoring human rights violations
6- International Committee of the Red Cross, which promotes compliance with International Humanitarian Law
7- The media and press freedom associations like Reporters Without Borders and the Committee to Protect Journalists
4-Perspectives on the issue:
Journalists and media organizations argue that stronger mechanisms for international enforcement and accountability are urgently needed to prevent such attacks. Most of the states, however, raise national security concerns and insist that restrictions to media during a conflict are necessary in this regard, whether it is misinformation or protection of military operations. Human rights groups believe many such security arguments are just a ruse to muzzle criticism and cover up abuses. Some states favor nonbinding guidelines and training programs, whereas others prefer the stronger legal accountability that can be had through international courts or economic sanctions.


5-Timeline:
1949: Ratifications of Geneva Convention articles on protection of civilians
1977:Additional protocols introduce safeguards for journalists
2012:Launching of the UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists
2015: The United Nations Security Council Resolution 2222 condemns attacks on journalists 
2018: Rise in targeted killings of journalists in conflict zones 
2020: Development of online surveillance tools to restrict journalists' freedom of expression
 

6-Glossary:
Journalist: An individual gathering, confirming, and distributing information to the general public.
Civilian: A person who is not taking part in fighting or combat.
Impunity: Lack of prosecution/penalty for crimes that occurred.
Freedom of expression:  The right to freedom from interference in the pursuit of information. 
Armed conflict: In Prolonged violence among states and/or organized armed groups.
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